CHAPTER   XXI
CONTINENTAL EXPERIENCE AND THE PROJECTS OF INTERNATIONAL FEDERALISM
Though allowing for diversity in the details of the social order and in the cultural aspects of national civilisations> federation presupposes distinct common answers to the fundamental social problems of our time. Therefore., world-wide federation is impossible in the present stage of historic development. Whilst likely to be applied in increasing degree in the municipal organisation of the states of the future, federalism offers no solution to the problem of " organising the community of nations.
Our study has led us to the point where we can make our contribution to the discussion of international federalism. This discussion, it is true, was much more lively during the first than during the later stages of the present war. We are inclined to regard this recession of federalist Utopias as connected with the facts we have studied. We have seen that federalism presupposes a very strong similarity in the social order of the nations federating. But the present war, by becoming a world war., has drawn into its orbit, and into the Allied camp, peoples of most varied social structure. It has burdened with the heaviest sacrifices, and. rewarded with the greatest successes in fighting Hitlerism, a group of peoples that live under a social regime completely different from that under which the conceptions of international federalism originated. What, during the first stage of this war, might have seemed merely a short-sighted neglect of factors outside the camp from which the planners started, is now bound to appear as the formation of blocs against some of the nations which oppose Hitlerism. In this regard, there is hardly any fundamental distinction between Streit's conceptions of capitalist world-conquest and those primitive conceptions of world-revolution from which the Communist International started.1 But in any case the conceptions of the Communist International were developed during a time when Soviet Russia had to defend herself against a hostile world, whilst Streit's project, including Finland and excluding Czechoslovakia,2 was suggested as an alternative to collective security and active resistance to fascist aggression.
1 Keeto&-$chJesinger, op. cit.y p. 10.                    2 Streit, op. cit., pp. '152-3.